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Objective of this study

 Awareness about reporting of child sexual Abuse
and the POCSO Act

 Confidence in the Child Protection System
 Children’s attitude towards child sexual abuse and

barriers that prevent children and caregivers from
reporting abuse
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Methodology

, 4500 quantitative samples each from Parents and Children

, 15 locations (300 samples each from parents and children)

, 3 locations each from North, East, West, South and North East

, Each location - 15 communities with 20 samples each (Parents and Children)

This study was cleared by External Ethical committee
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Sample Survey Respondents
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Awareness about reporting system in Urban
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Awareness about reporting system in Tribal
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Awareness about POCSO Act

35.10% Girls 34.81% Boys

32.13%
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Does not
know,
65%

Caregivers Children
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Awareness about POCSO Act - Caregivers
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Awareness about POCSO Act - Children
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Confidence in the Child Protection System — Caregivers
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Confidence in the Child Protection System — Children
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Children’s Attitude towards CSA - Perception, Reporting & Barriers
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Some children are sexually abused by older children 26.80% 13.13%

Most people who sexually abuse children do not belong to the child's family JX- WAL 14.89%

Most of the time children are sexually abused when they are alone, at night, and

0, 0,
outside their home 21.78% 9.36%

Only girls are victims of sexual abuse 56.11% 9.18%

Sexually abused boys are usually not homosexual 48.64% 27.60%
Children from reputable families are not victims of sexual abuse 59.89% 14.87%
Only young children are victims of sexual abuse 64.36% 11.58%

Boys are not sexually abused 58.11% 15.82%

A majority of sexual abuse perpetrators are retarded or mentally ill 59.13% 16.71%

Even if one lets a year go by before talking about a sexual abuse situation, it is still

0 0
possible to do something about it 32.93% 25.27%

In sexual abuse cases, the child him/herself is never responsible 39.18% 14.64%

M Agree% M Disagree% M Don't Know %
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Person whom children chose to reveal the incidents Reason for non reporting of inappropriate
of inappropriate touching at the first instance touching

Fear of scolding
from the family
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28.21%

Teacher

4.71%
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Barriers for reporting of Child Sexual Abuse
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I don't know how to explain them about this incident.
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| do not have enough money to pay for transportatio... - 0.30K (6.69%)

They do not speak the same language as me 0.25K (5.6%)

It is against my religion or my cultural practices - 0.21K (4.71%)
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Children using Internet
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Children using Internet
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Selfie habit
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Recommendations

Awareness-Generation

1. There is definite need to create more awareness on the provisions of POCSO ACT among
parents, children and community at large.

2. Mainstream age-appropriate personal safety education in school curricula, across the
country in all streams/boards, which will equip children to recognize abusive situations
and report such incidents immediately.

3. Strengthen Child Protection Committees at village, block and district levels and enable
them to be a first responder in the communities.
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Recommendations

Strengthening Existing System:

1. Allocate more resources for the Integrated Child Protection Scheme, especially for the
purpose of strengthening the reporting and referral services such as CHILDLINE in rural-
tribal contexts.

2. Systematic and periodical data collection on violence against children, especially child
sexual abuse should either be integrated into the existing national surveys or should be
conducted as a stand alone survey which would inform formulation of appropriate
policies and programs

3. Child Protection Policy should be mandatory in all institutions and establishments which
are catering to the needs of children and it must include a clear child friendly reporting
and referral mechanism.



